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ounting a few hundred elk is just a small fraction of what professional biologists consider adequate to
letermine a recruitment rate. Biologists usually try to count 3,000 to 5,000 animals.

I don’t know how representative it is,” Fuchs said of his count. “I hope it's not, because it's alarming.”
delisting of the wolf in Montana would allow the killing of wolves by hunting and other means.

ourrent federal policy calls for the wolves to be delisted only after there are 30 packs roaming Montgna,
Nyoming and Idaho for three consecutive years. That countdown has started, but !daho and Wy_ommg have
»een slow in preparing wolf management plans. The federal government won't delist wolves until all three
states write acceptable plans.

vlontana has written a wolf management plan. Wyoming only recently agreed to even think about writing a
dlan.

We made a big mistake, allowing ourselves to be tied at the hip with those other states,” Fuchs said.

fom Lemke, an FWP biologist in Livingston, referred questions to the National Park Service, which calculates
he recruitment rates.

n December, Lemke counted 11,969 elk in the herd, a number that is 14 percent below the 25 year average,
ut “well within normal fluctuations,” he said at the time.
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